
Once again we had a joyful Easter 
celebration on 9th April in the Iona 
Theatre, St Columba’s school. The 
evening ran as a News channel with 
some clever video effects created by 
Dan Milne and ‘news anchor’ Paul Davis 
unpacking the developments in the 
world of CRiBS over the last few months.  
Then the news cut to drama when guests got the opportunity to see 
a performance of ‘Three Days that changed the World’, the Easter play 
the team has been touring around the primary schools in Bexley and 
beyond. (See inside).

After the interval our CEO Mark talked about the CRiBS’ current 
‘Partners Together’ tour which we are taking to Churches all through 
the year. The thrust of the message we are taking is that, as the 
church, we are all in partnership as equally valuable and vital 
components with a common goal. To share the good news of Jesus.  
He went on to explain how, for the work of CRiBS to continue, its 
dependance on partners in business, in churches and with individual 
supporters is critical, especially given our financial shortfall this year.

Mark then interviewed Victor Fanawopo of Akin Palmers Solicitors, 
Pete Kot, CEO of Evergreen Care Bexley, and Rev. Del Bearfoot, 
pastor of Bexley Christian Life Centre. All three described how they 
acknowledged the value of CRiBS’ work, and expounded on how their 
own organisations are currently working in partnership with CRiBS. 
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Do join us for more fun at any of our future events.

Sat 11th May  Folk Night - 7.30-10pm - St Peter’s Church,  
 College Road, Hextable 

Mon 13th May Joint Prayer Meeting with Evergreen Care - 7pm  
 BCLC, 17 Upland Road, Bexleyheath

Thur 23rd May  Cream Tea - 3pm - 23 The Drive, Sidcup 
 Auction! Bring any unused items for auction

Sun 9th June  Colour Dash 5 kilometre run/walk - 10am 
 Swanley Park, New Barn Road, Swanley

Sun 7th July  Songs of Praise - 6.30-8pm - Sidcup Baptist 
 Church (Cream Tea from 5.30pm) Main Road, Sidcup

Wed 24th July - Lark in the Park - (for twelve days) 
Sun 4th Aug  The Green, Sidcup Place, Sidcup

Mon 29th July  Spark in the Park - (for five days) 
Fri 2nd Aug  Danson Park, Bexleyheath/Welling

Thur 12th Sep Coffee Morning - 10.30am - 6 County Gate,  
 New Eltham, SE9 3UB. (Auction as above)

Mon 30th Sep  Joint Prayer Meeting - 7pm - Venue TBC 

Sat 12th Oct  Sounds of the Sixties - 7pm  
 Wilmington Christian Fellowship, Wilmington 

Fri 8th Nov Quiz Night, 7pm - Trinity Baptist Church, 
 The Broadway, Bexleyheath

Mon 16th Dec CRiBS Christmas Celebration - 7pm -  
 Iona Theatre, St Columba’s Boys’ School

Upcoming events - book today!

To keep updated with events you may also want to sign up 
for our monthly emails and to ‘Like’ (and keep an eye on) our 

Facebook and Twitter pages. See addresses below.

Events to 
watch out for...

Running through this newsletter you will see evidence 
of our theme for this year, Partners Together.  Our 
work in CRiBS is partnership work -  partnering with 
schools who invite us in to deliver lessons and work 
with some of their children; partnering with churches 
and individuals whose prayer support and financial 
backing make all that we do possible.  Increasingly too, 
partnering with trusts who help with the funding of 
our work, and with the local community more widely, 
whether through working with the Council, or local 
businesses, or in conjunction with other local charities 
and organisations.

We cannot do what we do in isolation.  And yet this 
idea of partnership goes deeper still.  We believe 
ultimately in a God who is at work in the world, at 
work in schools and in the lives of children and young 
people.  Amazingly, we are called to be partners 
together with him in that work.  At the end of the 
day, the responsibility to “make something happen” 
is never fully ours.  That is both releasing and slightly 
scary, as we are reminded that being out of control, in 
one sense, is a pre-condition for following Jesus.  So, as 
we thank you for your partnership with us, and look to 
forming new partnerships with schools, churches and 
supporters, we are reminded that the work doesn’t 
belong to us.  It’s God’s work and our incredible honour 
to be called to partner with Him in it.  Our work in 
CRiBS is partnership work….

Partnerships
Easter Celebration!

CRiBS cash collection boxes 
are available. If you’d be 

happy to take one for your 
spare cash or foreign 

currency we’d be 
happy to get it to you 

and to collect again 
when you tell us its 

full. Just give us a call 
or send an email.

Collection Boxes

If you no longer wish to receive information from 
us please let us know by email or telephone.

During the evening we also said a fond farewell to 
Craig Coston who is retiring from CRiBS after twelve 
years on the primary school team. Craig shared some 
personal memories, and touching tributes from 
children were projected on the big screen. He is a 
gifted teacher, performer, set builder as well as a 
marvellous chef. He (and his regular team treats) 
will be sorely missed by us all!

LIVING VALUES       GROWING FAITH

Garage, Shed or Lock-up 
urgently required

Can anyone please help us?

We are once again looking for 
somewhere to store our drama 
props and other resources. 
Do you have a lockable space 
that we could use for the 
things we use less often and 
therefore need to access only 
occasionally? Preferably in 
Bexley Borough.

Contact: simon@cribsonline.org - Tel: 01322 330730

After some changes in personnel over the past couple of years, we 
thought it would be good to let our supporters know everyone who is 
currently serving on the ‘The Board’ and overseeing the work of CRiBS.

Helen Jones has been a teacher and headteacher 
for over 30 years. She now works as an education 
consultant with organisations including a large 
partnership of primary schools and the Church of 
England Foundation for Educational Leadership. 
Helen brings her passion for education, leadership 
experience and knowledge of the current education 
landscape to support CRiBS. (Since March 2019)

Tom Parsons has been Vicar of Christ Church, Sidcup 
since 2010.  He brings experience of very different 
communities, having previously worked in churches 
in Cumbria and central London.  
He is a governor in a local primary school.  
(Since January 2018)

David Linley worked with London City Mission for 
over 40 years, on the ground and in leadership. 
In 2009 he was the director of an initiative to 
mobilise the Church to be involved in ventures 
around the 2012 Olympic Games. David brings a 
range of leadership and communication skills to 
CRiBS. (Since July 2016)

Following a career in the technology and software 
services sector, with responsibilities for businesses 
in the UK and Europe, Steve Burnett now works 
independently as a management consultant and 
interim executive, helping organisations improve 
and grow. He brings many years of business 
experience to support the team in planning and 
development. (Since March 2016)

Bola Ojo brings expertise from her experience 
working in local government senior management 
- especially in education, community development 
and work with young people. Bola now works 
in international development as a management 
consultant on health and education projects which 
includes outreach work in Africa. (Since March 2009)

Martin Andrews is an independent financial 
advisor who has run his own business since 
1997. He brings his business, planning and 
analytical skills to the organisation. He advises 
on financial and employment related matters 
as well as basic business administration as and 
when necessary. (Since June 2001)

Our Trustees
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Find out more at:

Run or walk 5km  (about 3 miles) and at 
each kilometre marker enjoy all the fun of 
getting absolutely covered in a fabulous 

random mix of brightly coloured powder!!!If you can’t walk or run you can still donate
See the link on the CRiBS homepage

CRiBS and Evergreen have teamed up to offer you the chance to join a

Charity No. 1122295
Charity No. 1154595

www.cribsonline.org 01322 330370
www.evergreencarebexley.org01322 431765

Event Organisers

If you, or someone you know, would like to 
volunteer with CRiBS, please do get in touch.

Sidcup Baptist Church & CRiBS

Sidcup Baptist Church, Main Road, Sidcup, DA14 6PA

united in a celebration

Sunday 7th July
5.30pm Cream Tea - 6.30-8.00pm  Songs of Praise

Cream tea is free but you will need to book your place
Contact George Hider on 020 8306 3670 or ghider2016@gmail.com

Featuring the CRiBS Team

All welcome - Come along, bring your friends and enjoy
singing your favourite hymns and worship songs
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CRiBS Folk Night
Quality local bands and soloists

Saturday 11th May

    7.30pm - 10pm

St Peter’s Church, 

Hextable, BR8 7RH
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Tickets 
just £10

To book contact:

CRiBS Office  01322 330730  karen@cribsonline.org

                Terry West  07939 821060  twest52@hotmail.co.uk

                 www.cribsonline.org.uk

This is a fundraising 

  event in support of 

 the work of CRiBS

CRiBS Charitable Trust is a UK 

registered charirty no 1122295

Prize
Draw

Introducing new artists for 2019

drinks & nibbles for sale

CEO Mark Leveson  

interviewing 

Victor Fanawopo,  

Pete Kot and  

Rev. Del Bearfoot

More information back page

News anchor Paul Davis

12th May  -  Bessels Green Baptist Church, Sevenoaks 
2nd June  -  New Barn Christian Fellowship, Longfield 
23rd June  -  St Paul’s Church, Northumberland Heath 
30th June  -  Highfield Road Baptist Church, Dartford 
14th July  -  Foots Cray Baptist Church
8th Sept - Crayford Baptist Church
22nd Sept  -  Belvedere Baptist Church
6th Oct  -  St Peter’s Church, Bexleyheath 
20th Oct  -  St John’s Church, Welling 
3rd Nov  -  St Andrew’s Church, Sidcup 
17th Nov  -  Baldwyns Park Baptist, Bexley

During 2019 the CRiBS team have been visiting churches with 
our ‘Partners Togethers Tour’. The focus of the visits is to convey 
how we all are, or can be, partners together in the work going 
on in our local schools. We have a bit of fun and CEO Mark brings 
an inspirational message. Below are tour dates. Feel free to 
come along to any of these to find out what’s going on.

Partners           Together

Do contact us if you’re interested in booking the  
Partners Together Tour for your church.



It’s been over 6 years since we launched the 
project we affectionately call ‘Boys Noise’. 
Over this time we have worked in 18 
schools and, we hope, been instrumental 

in changing the lives of hundreds of boys. 
But how do we measure the impact we have on these boys? 
Rather than share with you a bunch of statistics we thought it 
would be much more interesting to tell you a real life story.

Lea, one of our Koru team members, paid a lovely visit to the 
dentist recently. Whilst she was waiting for her appointment 
the practice manager asked her what she is doing in England. 
On hearing that Lea was taking a year out to work for CRiBS, 
the manager remarked: “my son used to go to Boys Noise 
and is now at secondary school studying for his GCSEs”. She 
went on to say how the team had helped her son by building 
confidence in him and helping him with his anger issues. 
What makes this story so wonderful is that the same boy had 
recently won a ‘Jack Petchey’ award for his services to the 
community. He was being praised and recognised for the way 
he helped and mentored primary school aged children. 

As we enter the Summer term we will be saying goodbye 
to a large number of boys from all over the Borough 
including many boys that have taken part in our ‘HeartSense’ 
programme.  Let’s pray that their transition into secondary 
school is as positive as the story above. Boys Noise Team

This term we were delighted to 
receive the news that we are to 
be awarded quite a sizeable grant. 

We expect to receive the funding 
over the next two to three years and it is offered 

specifically to enable us to deliver more after-school clubs in 
primary. This means we’ll be able to subsidise work which 
will give us opportunities to work in schools that have never 
had either b:You or Boys Noise before. 

We’ll be working with boys and girls who especially need 
support with making and keeping positive friendships. Please 
pray for us that we would forge positive working relationships 
with the new schools, and this would lead to an increased 
CRiBS presence in these schools. Pray for the children we will 
be working with, that they will engage with the staff and 
materials, and learn effective life skills they need to thrive, 
not only at school in but their lives. Abigail

It has been a really exciting 
and productive term for the 
CRiBS Secondary work! The 

most important item to note 
is that we have now made the 

decision to rebrand this under the name  ‘Unlimited’. 

This is because we want the secondary schools work of CRiBS 
to have its own identity and we also believe that through 
Jesus all young people have unlimited potential for their lives 
and our aim is to support them to achieve their potential.

As part of this rebranding 
we have also designed 
Unlimited packs to be 
offered to schools and 
interested parties outlining 
the provisions we have to 
support young people’s 
development of their faith 
and their wellbeing.

The Unlimited work is also 
breaking new ground! 

The mentoring programme continues to grow with our host 
school, St Columba’s Boys’, agreeing to utilise some of our 
trained mentors. So far two mentors have been selected 
and matched to work with three young people and with the 
possibility of more being called upon. This is all building on 
the mentoring work we are currently providing for students at 
Bexleyheath Academy. 

Another exciting opportunity is opening up with London 
South East College. After a positive meeting with the College’s 
Chaplain, Unlimited will be planting a Christian Union at their 
Erith campus and there is scope for a prayer space as well as 
other projects to be launched, not just in Erith but across all 
the College’s campuses. There is also discussions taking place 
with Blackfen Girls’ School to set up a Christian Union there 
which will hopefully start soon after the Easter Holidays. David 

CRiBS is Christian Resources in Bexley Schools

CRiBS Easter Play 2019 ‘Three Days that Changed the World’  2 teams visiting 43 schools - 52 performances in 9 days - 16,000+ pupils!

www.cribsonline.org      info@cribsonline.org      Tel: 01322 330730

One
Man 
Down!

We’ve had a dramatic tour in more ways than one with our Easter Play 
this year, with one of our team ill with food poisoning on the first day. 

Craig, severely dehydrated, ended up on a drip after a visit to A&E 
and remained out of action for the remainder of the tour, much to his 
distress; it would have been his last experience presenting a CRiBS play 
with his colleagues due to his move to Wales.  Needless to say, it was 
not the ending that he, or indeed any of us would have chosen.

We are thankful, not only for Craig’s recovery, but for God’s provision 
through a former CRiBS worker, Andy Masters, who was available and 
willing to step in at very short notice (under 24 hours) and to have 
effectively learnt the script over night ready for action the following 
day.  If you know Andy, you’ll be aware that he has a fine memory for 
such things, having once memorised the entire gospel of Mark and 
presented it in dramatic form, in one sitting.  Another advantage was 
the fact that Andy had played the exact role that needed to be covered 
(‘Thomas’) when he had been with CRiBS during 2013, the year we 
first presented ‘Three Days that Changed the World’.  We are all very 
grateful to him for covering in this way.

Further provision came in the form of our fine Koru team member, 
Jan (pronounced ‘Yan’), who also internalised the script pretty much 
overnight and played the role excellently on the days that Andy couldn’t 
cover.  All this drama, and within only one of our two teams!

The second team, the one I can comment on with more authenticity, 
had its own challenges, although not as serious.  On the last day of the 
tour, we were significantly delayed at our first school, not being able 
to pack down and leave the assembly hall due to a very long award 
ceremony taking place immediately after we had finished.  We had 
very little time to travel to the second school and so really needed a 
quick exit.  The ceremony involved giving a certificate to what seemed 
like at least half the school community, resulting in that peculiar 
occurrence whenever you’re in a hurry, that all speech and movement 
of everything around you seems to slow down.  Amazingly, we were 

Amazingly, we are already approaching the 
end of another academic year of teaching 
‘REfresh’ in primary schools.  At the 

start of the Spring term, Carole especially 
enjoyed teaching the reception classes at Hurst Primary School.  These 
lessons involved telling Bible stories, ‘Godly play’ style, kneeling on 
the floor with the children sitting in a circle.  In one particular class 
each week the teacher would make sure that Carole had a cushion 
to kneel on, making her feel very cared for each time, not just by the 
pupils but by staff as well.  Paul is hoping to have the same treatment 
this coming half term, as he will be teaching the reception classes at 
the school as well!

Paul, Craig and Teresa have enjoyed a regular presence at Castilion 
Primary – staying with the same classes and teaching all of the 
Christianity units across all the year groups.  It has been lovely getting 
to know the children and staff so much more than is possible when 
we are only with a class for one half term a year.  This is the same 
for Carole at Hope Community School, where she has continued to 
provide PPA cover (while the class teacher has time out of class for 

set up at the second school just as the last class entered the assembly 
hall – phew!  More thanks to God were offered for this. 

The drama itself, ‘Three Days that Changed the World’, is perhaps one 
of our best presentations in terms of creative forms; it has acting, 
puppetry, illusion, singing and dancing, as well as a lively script (co-
written by Gordon Raggett in 2013), all things that helped us re-tell the 
account of the events that, well, changed the world forever, the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The responses of the children in most 
schools indicated to us that they were engaged with the drama, perhaps 
too much at times, especially when ‘Jasper’ the mouse appeared!

As is often the case on tour, there were many things along the way that 
kept us on our toes, such as leaving a piece of scenery at a school and 
only realising during set up at the next school when it was too late to 
collect it, resulting in us having to improvise (thankfully, successfully).  
Or the time when our CD player decided not to work during one of 
the songs, leaving some of the team standing in front of a hall full of 
children and staff having to face the … well having to face the lack of 
music and attempt a song and dance to silence, which they nobly did.   

A highlight for me was visiting a new school outside of the borough, one 
in Gravesend in fact.  It could be said that, for an hour or so, we became 
‘CRiGS’ instead of CRiBS and, as far as we can tell the school greatly 
appreciated our visit.   Also, it would be remiss of me not to mention the 
blessing of working alongside our Koru team.  Their attitude, capability, 
godliness and individual characters make them a joy to be around, not 
to mention the fact that their thoroughness in script learning resulted in 
them filling in the gaps for one or two memory lapses of some of the 
more ‘senior’ members of the team (ahem). 

Working with CRiBS has been an 
amazing time for us so far and a good 
way to try out and learn new things. 
We’ve already had a lot of positive 

experiences with the children we’re teaching and it’s amazing 
to see the big influence the CRiBS lessons have on their life. 
Especially the Christmas Plays have been a lot of fun for us. It 
was fun to rehearse with our teams and then perform in front of 
such a big audience of really excited children. Spending so much 
time together we got to know each other even better and it is a 
wonderful experience being part of such a great team. 

We also very much enjoy visiting Primary and Secondary Schools. 
It’s a lot of fun for us to teach them about Christianity and see 
how their lives are influenced by what they learn through the 
lessons. Furthermore, it’s great being involved in some of the 
other things CRiBS is doing and get an insight in all of their work. 
By doing so many different things work never gets boring.

The team is like a big family and from the very beginning we 
felt very welcome. We really like to work with a lot of different 
people and that we also get to know some of them on a more 
personal level. 

Thank you for supporting the Koru programme. It’s a great 
opportunity and has been a very good experience for all of us.  
Anna, Lea, Jan, Lena and Jana

Above all, the opportunity of sharing the message of Jesus and the 
Christian hope with so many children remains the greatest privilege; 
to be able to tell others of this ‘man down’ and who was raised to life 
again made our tour, with all its challenges, a highly rewarding couple 
of weeks and an adventure I hope never to forget. Jason

Unlimited Mentoring 

This is our flagship project. Volunteer mentors from local churches have received 

comprehensive training, including active listening, building self-esteem, combatting 

bullying and the GROW model. We can work with your school to match vulnerable 

young people with mentors, offering them 1-2-1 support, with mentoring sessions 

lasting 30 minutes once a week. This is very much a bespoke offering – targets 

are agreed between the mentor, the mentee and the school and the mentoring 

relationship continues as long as is necessary and possible.  

We can also offer small group, targeted short-term mentoring, which encourages 

your pupils to make positive choices both academically and personally. These 

sessions can also be delivered as a drop-down day, should this suit your school 

better. 
Unlimited Workshops 

We have developed workshops addressing social media and self-image, dealing 

with stress, values to live by and acts of kindness. These workshops, depending on 

the depth of exploration you require, can be 

delivered from single lessons to whole days. 

These can be for a targeted group of pupils 

or whole classes, with one-to-one or group 

mentoring offered for those pupils who may 

need additional support. 

If there are other issues that you find your 

pupils facing, we can use our framework to 

develop new materials – please do contact 

us to discuss your requirements.  
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Young people can face many barriers to their learning – family issues, bullying, 

dealing with anxiety, anger or bereavement, a lack of stress-management 

or personal organisation skills – all of these and more can mean that young 

people struggle to meet their full potential. 

Unlimited has a number of programmes that can help your pupils overcome 

these barriers:

Young people can face many barriers to their learning – family issues, bullying, 

dealing with anxiety, anger or bereavement, a lack of stress-management 

or personal organisation skills – all of these and more can mean that young 

people struggle to meet their full potential. 

Unlimited has a number of programmes that can help your pupils overcome 

these barriers:

Young people can face many barriers to their learning – family issues, bullying, 

dealing with anxiety, anger or bereavement, a lack of stress-management 

or personal organisation skills – all of these and more can mean that young 

people struggle to meet their full potential. 

Unlimited has a number of programmes that can help your pupils overcome 

these barriers:

Young people can face many barriers to their learning – family issues, bullying, 

dealing with anxiety, anger or bereavement, a lack of stress-management or 

personal organisation skills – all of these and more can mean that young people 

struggle to meet their full potential. 

Unlimited has a number of programmes that can help your pupils overcome 

these barriers:

LIVING VALUES

LIVING VALUES

LIVING VALUES

LIVING VALUES

FAITH

FAITH

FAITH

FAITH

Unlimited RE Lessons 
We provide high quality RE lessons – these can be based either around 

the basic tenets of Christianity, or around Christian values and a Christian 

worldview. RE lessons can be delivered either as part of the weekly 

timetable as an RE drop down day, as required. 

Unlimited Assemblies 
We can help your school provide the required daily act of collective 

worship, delivering engaging and relevant assemblies on Christian 

values, or broader topics such as kindness, forgiveness, peace, or other 

issues your school may be facing. At Christmas and Easter, we can offer 

extended assemblies which can feed into your RE syllabus, effectively 

communicating the relevance of these festivals to the Christian faith.

Unlimited Church Visits 
We can facilitate and resource visits to Church buildings, as part of your 

RE syllabus. We can arrange links with faith groups that provide services 

in the community, and where appropriate provide opportunities for your 
pupils to gain experience 

volunteering in services 
such as groups for the 

elderly, toddler groups, 
food banks and services 

for the homeless.  
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For more information contact the Unlimited Team at:
t: 01322 330730    e: secondary@cribsonline.org    w: www.cribsonline.org

CRiBS Office, St Columba’s School, Halcot Avenue, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 7QB

@unlimited.cribs
@unlimited.cribs
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Secondary Work

Anna, Jana, Craig 

energetically dance 

in celebration of 

Jesus’ resurrection 

while Carole and 

Andy provide 

encouragement!

CRiBS GAP YEAR PROGRAMME

Jason, Lea, Paul 

and Jana perform 

the Easter play to 

an engaged and 

responsive audience 

at a local primary

preparation) for a second successive school year.  There are currently 
discussions with these schools and some others regarding PPA or 
other such regular presence in the future.

The team’s work has also been further afield beyond Bexley Borough, 
for plays and lessons, often due to feedback from Bexley school 
children to parents who teach in schools out of Borough!  Paul 
enjoyed teaching Years 2 and 3 at Christ Church Primary School, 
Shooters Hill, just before Easter and is due back in with Year 6 in the 
Summer term.  We are, of course, also very thankful for the ongoing 
relationships that we have built and maintain with a number of 
Bexley primary schools.

It was with sadness that the team had to say farewell (professionally, 
but not personally!) to Craig as he came to the end of his 
employment with CRiBS at the end of the Spring term.  Please pray 
for him and Liz as they relocate to Wales, for the Primary Team as we 
cover all the bookings for the rest of the school year and prepare for 
‘Lark in the Park’, and for Fiona as she liaises with schools regarding 
primary school bookings for next academic year. Primary Team

Secondary School Work


