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The start to this new school year has been quite unlike any other, but the team at CRiBS is excited to be back 
at work, even with all the uncertainty.  I want to thank you for your support, especially in prayer, over the last 
few months.  As schools began to close to visitors in early March, and then as we entered lockdown later that 
month, and schools remained largely closed for the next few months, the future for CRiBS felt very uncertain.

But, by God’s grace, and despite many areas where we are still lacking clarity for the time being, it is 
encouraging to be able to report that we are re-starting face to face work in some schools, and planning 
and producing some online content for schools’ use as well.  You may be aware that, even during lockdown, 
we were able to produce some materials for schools.  Much of this is available on YouTube – our channel is 
at www.youtube.com/user/CRIBSCharitableTrust if you would like to subscribe.  We produced some short 
videos on well-being themes from a Christian perspective for primary and secondary age pupils, experimented 
with making some of our REfresh lessons available online, and produced a virtual transition workshop for year 
6 students moving from primary to secondary school. We received some encouraging feedback on these – and 
learnt a lot in the process.  

So, what does this term look like?  Well, here are the headlines:

• We will be delivering our REfresh Christianity lessons in person in four primary schools, 
including one where we are teaching 3 days each week.

• The Boy’s Noise team will be working face to face in four schools, with boys needing a little 
bit of extra support and encouragement.  

• We have received funding to deliver workshops on the theme of ‘Respect’ in primary 
schools.  We are working on the material now, and contacting schools who had previously 
expressed interest.  Some of these will be delivered in person, but we are preparing an 
online version for those schools more wary about having us visit.

• We are producing a short weekly, online assembly for primary schools.  To date eleven 
schools are receiving these.

• There is some opportunity to support students at St Columba’s school, where our office is, 
through mentoring.  At the moment, this is using our paid staff, but we are looking at how 
and when to re-start using volunteers for mentoring. 

• We are also running some transition sessions for all the year 7 students at St Columba’s 
whose experience of leaving primary school and starting secondary school this year will have 
been uniquely challenging.
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So, as you can see, there are opportunities for us, even though there are some things that we are unable to do 
and some schools where we are for the time being unable to visit.  Please pray for the whole team as we all 
adjust to new ways of working, and learn to live with sudden changes of plans and ongoing uncertainties.

As we look ahead to Christmas, we have of course been wondering what to do about our Christmas play.  Under 
current social distancing guidelines, schools are unable to gather more than one year group at a time in their hall, 
so the usual performance, often to a whole school at the same time, is unlikely to be appropriate.  We are going 
to be talking to those schools who had booked early for the play to see whether they would still want to have 
some kind of ‘in person’ performance, but at the same time we are going to develop an online production, made 
especially for video rather than live performance.  This is a different kind of production, and one that has costs 
associated with it.  But we are committed to sharing the amazing news of the coming of the Saviour at Christmas, 
and will be writing to you about that a bit more soon.

Look out too for details of an online CRiBS quiz night on Friday 13th November. 

At the end of March, we asked that you pray for CRiBS in the words of Joshua 3:4, that we will “know which 
way to go since we have never been this way before”.  We thank God for His answers so far, but would ask 
that you continue to pray in the same vein.  Even as this letter is being prepared, we are anticipating another 
announcement from the government in light of the recent more rapid spread of Covid-19, and what effect this will 
have on our work remains to be seen.  The future is still far from clear, but we serve a wholly trustworthy God!

 
Mark Leveson 
CRiBS CEO

Farewell...

David Hancock had only been working for CRiBS for two years, but made a huge 
impact overseeing our secondary work as it re-branded to Unlimited, and launching 
and running our volunteer mentoring programme, seeing it established in schools and 
making an impact in the lives of young people. We will still be working with David, 
as he is now working full time at St Columba’s school as Wellbeing and Learning 
Coordinator, and we pray for him in that key role.

Over the last few months we have sadly had to say a ‘virtual’ goodbye to two valued members of the team 
who have moved on to new employment:

Karen Jefferys will be known to many of you as our Support and Development Coordinator.   
She has made a massive contribution to our fundraising, and brought huge amounts of 
enthusiasm and professionalism to all she has done.  She will be sorely missed, but again we 
will still be in contact with Karen as she is working for Bexley Voluntary Services Council (BVSC) 
supporting other charities in being able to demonstrate the impact they are having.  Once more, 
I’m sure you will join us in praying that God will use Karen there as He has at CRiBS.
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